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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b) 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1 .56 and 1 .97(b), applicants bring to the Examiner's 
attention the documents listed on attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed 
documents are attached. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the 
documents listed on attached Form PTO-1449 and indicate that they were considered 
by making an appropriate notation on this form. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with the above-referenced 
application. 

The following is a concise statement of relevance of the non-English language 
documents: 

1 . Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-83173 discloses a version of an 
application filed by Ubukata Industries Co., Ltd. a manufacturer of weightlessness 
sensors used in HOPBIT. The publication describes a weightlessness sensor and a fall 
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detection mechanism using that weighUessness sensor. The relevance of this 
document is also discussed at page 2 of the specification of the present application. 

2. .-T--^^- Anoii--"-n .nnn-241442 discloses to retreat a head, 
acceleration sensors corresponding to mree directions are arranged so that a fall can be 
detected without reference to the falling direction. A reference time for determination of 
the fall is preset for accurate sensing of a falling condition and that the length of the 
reference time is in the range of 1 to 220 msec. 

3. P..»n. Annlic^«.n Mn 2536985 discloses a PC provided wfth a 

3.axis acceleration sensor. Upon detection of a free-fall, a protection instruction is 
supplied to a magnetic disk drive to protect it from the impact which may be caused by 
the free fall. 

The following are listed on the accompanying PTO-1449 and are also in a non- 
English language: 

document is discussed at pages 2 and 3 of the specification of the present application. 

5. ..-r— -The relevance of this 
document is discussed at pages 2 and 3 of the specffication of the present application. 
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6. ia panp«;ft Patep ^ Ap piination No. 2001-83173 

7. .opon... Patent Arr"-^'"" ^" ^001-14783 

8. .opon^^P Patent ^pp^-^tinn Mo ?001-67770 

9. lop^nP^P Patent /vpp"-^tion Mn 7Q02-8336 
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The relevance o, documen.s 6 -9 are discussed at page 2 of .he specif,ca.^n o, 
the present application. 

This subn,ission does no. represent that a search has been n,ade or that no 
.etteranexists and does notconstftute an admission that each or aliofthe listed 

documents as prior a^against any .al. in the appiica«on and applicants determine 
«,.tthe Cited documents do not const^ute-pHorarf under united States,a.,appiicants 

,esen,e the right to presenttotheoff^ the r.evant,ac.s and law .ga«.in9 the 

appropriatestatusofsuchdocuments. Applicants further reserve the right to ta.e 

approphate action to establish the patentabiiKy o, the disclosed invention over the listed 
„ts, Should oneormoreofthedocun^ents be applied againstthe.aimso.the 

present application. 

, there is any fee due in connection with the f..ing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FINNEGAN, HENDERSON. FARABOW, 



Dated: September 30. 2003 



Enclosures 
RVB/FPD/dvg 
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Japan 
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Japan 
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Japan 
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